Filley Park Restoration

Bond referendum proposal for
Completion of park restoration improvements



Introduction:
by Roseanne Azarian, Filley Park Committee Co-Chair

This evening, the Filley Park Committee is here to ask the Town Council to show their support by putting
Filley Park on the ballot come November to complete the restoration.

But what’s on the ballot, isn’t just about what we finish but what we start.

A Filley Park, fully restored, will fill this town with a new-found pride and respect for our open spaces like
never before.

A Filley Park, fully restored, will bring together people who live here or want to live where you can play,
kick back, escape or take a breath - in your own backyard.

Fully restored, a beloved and beautiful Filley Park will create a lush oasis in the center of town, open to
all to call their own - every single day.

Let’s get started.



A Rich
History

To the right is a replica of
the ‘Filley Park History’
interpretive sign, which is
located near the bridge
behind the parking lot at
the park. The sign was
commissioned, and text for
the sign developed, by the
Filley Park Committee. The
sign theme and layout were
created by Ravenmark, LLC
of Berlin, VT.

The history interpretive
sign is one more good
reason to visit Filley Park!



Filley Park was in decline

Something
had to be
done



Planning efforts began in
2008 with the creation of the
Filley Park Committee.

A design consultant (F & O)
was engaged in 2010.

The design concept (at left)
was developed; and
approved by Town Council
in 2012.

Environmental / dam permits
were obtained in 2014
based on design
development drawings.

With permits in hand, con-
struction could proceed ...
in a phased manner as

funding became available.



Streetscape and front plaza
were completed in 2016

Funding
provided by

Town,
CTDEEP,

Saxton Trust



Stream & Pond restoration was
completed in 2019

Funding
provided by

Town &
CTDEEP



Arboretum Island will be
completed in June 2021

Funding
provided by

Town &

Community
Donations
through

Filley Park
Committee



Community Involvement!

Over
$200,000
privately

contributed
to park
restoration

So Far!!



Project elements remaining
to be completed:

* Natural Playground

* Trails

« Educational Signage

» South Parking Lot

* Pavilion

* Front Lawn

* North Parking Lot

 New walkways for
improved connections



Future Elements:
Natural Playground

Combats nature
deficit disorder

Promotes creativity &
abstract thinking

Improves concentration
& enhances motor skills



Future Elements:

New & Enhanced Trails
& Educational Sighage

Over one mile of
wooded walking
trail in Town Center

Interpretive signs
to educate the
reader on the

wonders of nature

being experienced



Future Elements:

Parking Lots, Main Bridge,
Improved Connectivity

New parking lots at
both ends of Park

New access bridge
over Wash Brook

Accessible
connections between
Park elements



Future Elements:
Pavilion & Front Lawn

Wedding
Receptions

Reunions

Outdoor
Classroom

Relaxing in
the Park



Filley Park Restoration
Project Completion Schedule



Filley Park Restoration
Completion Cost Estimate

Main Bridge $150,000
Playground & Trails $230,000
South Parking Lot $375,000
North Parking Lot  $400,000
Pavilion $300,000

A/E/Admin Fees $175,000
Contingencies $245,000
Financing Costs $125,000

Total Project Cost $2,000,000



Conclusion:
by June O’Connor, Filley Park Committee Co-Chair

We showed you where Filley Park was at the beginning of this latest renovation 13 years ago.

Planning for this work began in 2008 with the formation of the Filley Park Committee. You’ve just been shown a
presentation illustrating what has been accomplished up to this point; but we still have more to do. Imagine, a
menagerie of kids in the playground, story hours underneath the island oak and strolling past 200-year-old
trees. Imagine weddings, reunions, birthday parties. Imagine fishing derbies, concerts, ice cream socials,
skating parties.

We can make this happen now. Or do we spend the next 10 — 15 years with the park in a nearly continuous state
of construction of some sort; and the community constantly wondering if it will ever end. Do we throw away
our community’s involvement, do we say good enough or do we finish what we started in 2008?

You now have a permanent Filley Park Committee and we’re very committed so either way you’ll be seeing a lot
of us. We want to come back and show you what else we’ve accomplished.

Thank You!



Filley Park Restoration
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